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Stars of the Show

STARS of the show at the
Department for Education
Conference at Sandy Park,
Exeter, were not Education
Secretary Bridget Phillipson
and Lipson Head Martin Brook,
who had to play second fiddle
to the fabulous Academy Music
Department.

The band welcomed delegates
and guests for the RISE: South
West-organised ‘Raising
Attainment: Success for Every
Child’ conference.

The young musicians were a
perfect example of the aim of
RISE - regional improvement
for standards and excellence -
and, such was the impact that
they had on everyone, they
were one of THE talking points
of the prestigious event.

Martin, who spoke to an
audience of his peers from
across the region at the

conference, felt that there was
no better illustration of the
success of the Academy than
the qualities evident in the
school's burgeoning music
department.

The conference provided head
teachers of secondary schools
and others with innovative and
effective strategies that their
colleagues are using to raise
attainment for pupils.

It also provided an opportunity
for headteachers to network
with colleagues and share best
practice in areas such as:

raising attainment in English
and Maths;

improving attendance;
strengthening inclusive
mainstream provision; and

delivering high-quality
reception practice.
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Student
of the Year

CONGRATULATIONS
to Lipson alumnus
Ruby-Mae Jessep for
being named Student
of the Year at the
2025 Ted Wragg Trust
Awards.

The award honours
students who have
made an outstanding
contribution to the
success and vitality
of their school and
the wider
community.

More inside.
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