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You are shortly going to have to make provisional choices for your
GCSE or BTEC subjects. This booklet is intended to help you with
that choice. 

The first section gives you general information about how options
work and what combinations of subjects are possible. The second
section gives brief details about each subject that may help you to
make your choices. 

Remember 
Your tutor and Head of Year will help and guide you in your choices 

Heads of Department and subject teachers will be happy to give
you further information and to discuss your choices further 

You should discuss your ideas with your parents/carers as soon
as you can

Why do choices have to be made? 
In Years 7, 8 & 9, you are doing a large number of subjects. You
could not possibly do all of those to GCSE or BTEC level as the
amount of work required would take too much time. 

This year, you have had a chance to see what the subjects involve
and how good you are at each. For your future, between 8 and 9
good GCSE and/or BTEC grades are far more important than a
greater number of less good grades.
 
Which subjects should be chosen?  
Some of the subjects are compulsory; these are called the core
subjects. They are English Language, English Literature,
Mathematics and Combined Science GCSE. 

In addition, you will have Physical Education lessons and a discrete
programme of SMSC lessons, which are not examined, and 
a comprehensive tutorial programme and collapsed study days. 

Introduction
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How to choose options
This booklet contains details of all the courses
available, so that choices made are appropriate
and well understood. 

Sometimes, students make the wrong choices
because they feel they would rather be with their
friends. This is a lifelong decision which could
affect your access to higher education institutions
or your career choices later in life. 

We will do our utmost to try to accommodate
choices when we calculate the options blocks
from which the timetable is built. Unfortunately,
however, it will not always be possible for all
students to study their preferred choices but we
do aim to achieve this in the majority of cases. 

An individual follow-up call and further option
guidance will be provided for the small number of
students we are unable to accommodate. 

When choosing courses, you should take into
account the following: 

any career plans that you may have 
university or further education courses or
employment destinations 
any particular interests that you have 
subjects in which you excel 

Your teachers will be doing everything they can to
help and guide you through this process to enable 
you to make the right choices. 
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The Information, Advice and Guidance team and all the Heads of
Department will look at the provisional choices you have made very
carefully. We will contact you by phone if there are any choices
which might be inadvisable or unsuitable, so we can then discuss a
solution. 

Your firm choices will be given to you and your parents/carers by
the end of April. If you change your mind after that, you should
discuss your new options with Deputy Headteacher, Chloe Withers -
options@lipson.plymouth.sch.uk.

What happens after
provisional choices?
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Core subjects
Compulsory 



Mathematics

All students at Lipson Co-operative Academy will continue to study Mathematics at Key Stage 4 during
Years 10 and 11. The GCSE Mathematics course is assessed by three final examinations at the end of year
11. 

The GCSE specifications reflect the broader and larger curriculum content that has been introduced and to
reflect this the time spent in examinations has been increased. The examination is now assessed by 3
summative examinations each lasting 1.5 hours each. These will be sat in separate examination sessions
with one paper being non-calculator and the other two being calculator papers. 

All students will study a balanced and broad curriculum that looks at balancing the acquisition of
mathematical skills but also developing the problem-solving and mathematical communication skills to
complement these. The course is broken down into 5 major elements which are; 

Number 
Algebra 
Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change 
Geometry & Measure 
Statistic & Probability 

There are two tiers of entry, Foundation and Higher, and the focus of each tier varies as shown 
in the pie chart shown below. 
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English
All students at Lipson Co-operative Academy study English Literature and English Language at Key Stage 4
during Years 10 and 11. They are viewed as two separate and distinct GCSE subjects. Both GCSEs are
examination only courses and will be graded 1-9. 
Year 9 is spent undertaking a preparatory year enhancing and developing all the key skills required for
GCSE. 

English Language GCSE
There are three examination components for this course. These are as follows: 
Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 
Paper 2: Writers9 viewpoints and perspectives 

Non-exam assessment in Spoken Language (whilst this component must be completed to achieve
the GCSE it does not contribute to the overall grade however, will be certificated at Pass, Merit or
Distinction) 
Through the course, students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with
creative as well as real and relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order
reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. 
This course allows students to read fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a
confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences, deploying figurative
language and analysing texts. 

For English Language GCSE students will study:
 

a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and
21st centuries, including literature and literary
non-fiction. 
read and evaluate texts critically and make
comparisons between texts. 
summarise and synthesise information or
ideas from texts. 
use knowledge gained from wide reading to
inform and improve their own writing. 
write effectively and coherently using Standard
English appropriately. 
use grammar correctly and punctuate and
spell accurately. 
acquire and apply a wide vocabulary,
alongside a knowledge and understanding of
grammatical terminology, and linguistic
conventions for reading, writing and spoken
language. 
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English Literature GCSE
There are two examinations for this course. All examinations will be closed book meaning that the
students will need to learn quotations judiciously. These are as follows: 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel. 
Students will study Shakespeare9s tragedy 8Romeo and Juliet9 and Charles Dickens' 8A Christmas Carol9. 
Paper 2: Modern prose or drama texts 
Students will study JB Priestley9s 8An Inspector Calls9, the poetry anthology (Power and Conflict cluster) and
unseen poetry. 

In studying the set texts students will have the opportunity to develop the following skills:
Literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; exploring
aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings; distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and
what is implied; explaining motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or
events. 

Critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a point of view by
referring to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and evaluating different responses to a
text; using understanding of writers9 social, historical and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making
an informed personal response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the text. 

Evaluation of a writer9s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: analysing and
evaluating how language, structure, form and presentation contribute to quality and impact; using
linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation. 

Useful Websites resources: 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gsce 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/gcse/english 

Comparing texts: comparing and contrasting texts
studied, referring where relevant to theme,
characterisation, context (where known), style and
literary quality. 

Producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively
about literature for a range of purposes such as: to
describe, explain, summarise, argue, analyse and
evaluate; discussing and maintaining a point of view;
selecting and emphasising key points; using relevant
quotation and using detailed textual references. 
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Science GCSE (Combined Award)

All students at Lipson Co-operative Academy will continue to study Science at Key Stage 4 during
Years 10 and 11. Students will sit the Edexcel Combined Science GCSE specification.

GCSE qualifications are general qualifications which enable students to progress either directly to
employment, or to proceed to further qualifications in Science. Students wishing to study Science
at A level are expected to achieve a grade 6 or higher in their GCSE Science, English and
Mathematics.

GCSE Combined Science 
Science is studied for 10 hours per fortnight by all students. At the end of the course of study,
students will sit six 70 minute exam papers to assess their understanding. These will be made up
of two Biology papers, two Chemistry papers and two Physics papers. These exams will also assess
scientific skills from a series of core practicals covered in the specification - this makes up 10% of
the papers.

Overview of content 
Biology Paper 1: Tests core biology ideas including cells, genetics, evolution, and disease. 

Biology Paper 2: Focuses on plants, homeostasis, animal transport systems, and ecosystems.

Chemistry Paper 1: Covers atomic structure, bonding, mixtures, chemical changes, and metal

extraction. 

Chemistry Paper 2: Assesses periodic table groups, rates of reaction, fuels, Earth science, and

chemical analysis.

Physics Paper 1: Examines motion, forces, energy, waves, light, and radioactivity.

Physics Paper 2: Tests astronomy, electricity, magnetism, particle model, and forces in matter.
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